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World Wrestling Federation Champion 


Hulk Hogan 


Hulk Hogan etched his name in wrestling history 
when, on January 24, 1984, he took the World 
Wrestling Federation World Championship from 
Iran’s Iron Sheik after breaking his feared camel 
clutch. Since then, he has electrified fans around 
the world with his unique brand of excitement and 
courage in the ring. 

Hogan is known for his clean living and dedica- 
tion to physical training, which have resulted in a 
physique that is one of the finest in all athletics. His 
biceps, which he calls “pythons,’ measure 24 
inches in circumference. 

Hailing from Venice Beach, California, Hogan 
explodes with energy that galvanizes the crowd. 
His appearance in the ring triggers a reaction from 
fans that has been branded Hulkamania. In Hogan’s 


own words, “Hulkamania is the way fans and I inter- 
act. It’s all of us together. We share the excitement. 
And it makes me want to win.” 

Hogan has become one of the most recognizable 
athletes in the world. He appears on network T.V. 
shows, such as Johnny Carson, Th 1 and 
Good Morning America. The Champ’s advice: Exer- 
cise, say your prayers and eat your vitamins. 


When Hulk Hogan enters the ring (below, left), 
fans erupt into Hulkamania. Hogan takes on all 
challengers and has whipped them all, including 
the rugged Magnificent Muraco (below, top). 
The Hulkster and his winning ways embody the 
American spirit, and he is proud to be a “real 
American.” (below, bottom). 
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Hulk’s match with Macho Man Randy Savage 
was a rugged, brutal affair, typifying the 
thunderous battles that the champion has 
fought and won (right). 


Probably no other world champion has had 

the incredible charisma of Hulk Hogan. In many 
ways, he has rewritten the book of wrestling. 
Assuredly he will go down as a ring legend. 
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The Junk Yard Dog 


Two hundred and eighty pounds of courage and 
muscle—that’s the Junk Yard Dog. A native of 
Charlotte, North Carolina, the Dog wears an iron 
chain attached toa collar on his neck. Once the bell 
rings, however, he is one tough man to collar. 
Seldom does the Dog lose a match. 

The Junk Yard Dog has a variety of weapons in 


his arsenal, most suited to a man of his impressive 
size and strength. He takes people down with a 
whopping move called the “thump” and, once on 
the mat, delivers fearsome head butts. Tough as he 
is, the Dog is a good-humored man out of the ring, 
with a special fondness for children. He encour- 
ages youngsters to live cleanly and stay in school. 


Hoss Funk is about to hit the canvas, courtesy 
of the Junk Yard Dog (above). The Dog and the 
Funk Brothers (Hoss, Terry and Jimmy Jack) 
have had a long feud. The Funks are dangerous 
opponents, but thus far the Dog has survived. 
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The Iron Sheik goes down to defeat as thenanke 
Yard Dog pins him for the three-count. The 
Dog regularly takes on the toughest competition 
he can find in the WWE. With his scientific 
knowledge and immense power, he usually 
wins. Tough as he is in the ring, however, the 


Junk Yard Dog has ‘a good sense of humor. 
Z Ss ‘ 


——. 


Ricky “The Dragon” 


Nicknained “The Dragon’ because of his iat tial 
arts abilities, Ricky Steainboat is a Hawaiian native 
who brings explosive, fast-paced action to the ring. 
An experienced body-builder whuse 240-pound 
body is finely sculpted with muscle, Steamboat 
also is a superb technical wrestler. 

Steamboat combines quick, agile move.nents 
and aer ial lacucs with martial arts maneuvers tnat 
can thoroughly confuse an opponent. He adheres 
to the rules of sportsmanship but, when someone 
tries dirty tricks on him, can brawl with the best. 
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Ricky and his monitor lizard (right). 
He uses the lizard to ward off Jake’s pet python. 


Ricky “ The Dragon” Steamboat wraps up 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts (below). The two 


men are bitter enemies. 
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Ricky breathes fire (above) after being tossed 
from the ring during a bout with the 
Magnificent Muraco. Steamboat and Muraco 
both use oriental fighting arts in the ring. 


/ 


Ricky also is a superb technical wrestler. 
He has mastered many scientific moves, 
including the suplex (right). 
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George “The Animal” 
Steele 


In all wrestling, there is no one even remote 
George “The Animal” Steele. A hairy brut 


y like 


e ofa 


man, weighing 288 pounds, he has a green tongue 


and at odd times during a match may sud 
chew up a turnbuckle. 


denly 


Steele has a childlike mind but is capable of 


exploding with sudden bursts of unbridled 
ity. When the primitive blood lust takes 
Steele, it makes even the most courageous 
nent quail. The only person who seems a 
control Steele is manager Captain Lou A 
And sometimes it’s even hard for him to 
Steele on a leash. 
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Man or beast? George “The Animal” Steele 
looks puzzled as he ponders the world (left). 


Sometimes Steele provokes laughter with his 
antics. But when George goes wild in the ring 
(below), he inspires fear in his opponents. 
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Corporal Kirchner 


A combat-ready veteran of the United States 
Army’s 82nd Airborne Division, the 260-pound 
Corporal Kirchner wages war every time he steps 
into the ring. Hailing from Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, Kirchner is a rugged competitor, always 
ready for action, particularly when an opponent 
reviles American honor, as is the custom of Soviet 
grappler Nikolai Volkoff. 

Volkoff, a brute of a man, is Kirchner’s avowed 
enemy. The two have battled many times, tooth 
and nail. On these occasions, Kirchner has cap- 
tured the admiration of fans because of the cour- 
age he has displayed under fire. 
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Corporal Kirchner enters the ring with colors 
flying (left). He has many weapons in his arsenal, 
including a flying dropkick, with which he blasts 
a Moondog (above), and a powerful headlock. 


Giant Machine and 
Super Machine 


Two huge wrestlers from Japan, the Giant Machine 
and Super Machine are two of the most awesome 
wrestlers in the WWE. Giant Machine, standing 7 
feet 5 inches and weighing more than 500 pounds, 
is the biggest wrestler in the WWF, as large as 
Andre the Giant. In fact, Bobby “The Brain” Hee- 
nan, manager of Big John Studd and King Kong 
Bundy, claims the Giant Machine is really Andre in 
disguise, which the masked wrestler denies. Super 
Machine is also a bruiser, weighing about 300 
pounds. 


Giant Machine and Super Machine (right and 
left, respectively, on opposite page) introduced 
themselves to WWF television in Japan (below). 
Giant Machine is a behemoth. Super Machine, 
not as large, is still a rough customer (above). 
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Tito Santana 


A buzz saw from Tocula, Mexico, 244-pound Tito 
Santana has held the WWE Intercontinental 
Championship twice. He is a rugged competitor 
and is among the best athletes in the WWE. Before 
he joined the ranks of professional wrestling, San- 
tana played football in college and in the National 
Football League. 

Santana, immensely popular with fans, relies on 
his athletic ability and knowledge of wrestling 
skills to rack up victories. He resorts to rough-and- 
tumble tactics when his opponent tries them first. 


Tito Santana’s good looks, courage and 
sportsmanship make him a crowd favorite. 
Many fans hope he will regain the WWE 
Intercontinental Title, which he lost to Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage. 


Santana sends Randy Savage flying to the mat in 
one of their many bruising bouts (below). San- 
tana is not among the largest men in the WWE, 

but he can give and take punishment with the 
best. He is quick and also strong, as opponents 
caught in his grasp have discovered (right). 
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Superstar 
Billy Graham 


Superstar Billy Graham is one of the most dra- 
matic wrestlers in the WWF. He is a rugged vete- 
ran, who in 1977 accomplished a feat no man had 
ever done—taking the WWF Championship from 
the Living Legend, Bruno Sammartino. 

Weighing 267 pounds, with massive muscles 
that include 24-inch biceps, Graham took a few 
years off from wrestling to rest and rethink his 
goals. In 1986, however, he returned to the WWF 
ring. A jive talker and flashy dresser, Graham is 
what he terms a “power fighter,” who relies on 
immense strength and intensity to overcome his 
opponents. For Graham, this strategy almost 
always works. 


Billy pumps iron at the gym (left). The 
Superstar is known for his grueling training 
routine. Few wrestlers have put in more time 
working out than this rugged veteran. 


Superstar Billy Graham flexes for the camera in 
his beloved Arizona desert (right). The desert, 


” 


he says, “is as hard and tough as I am. 
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He seems as if he were two different men in one 
body. He is horribly prideful, yet undeniably cour- 
ageous. One moment his face is a sneering mask, 
the next it beams like an angel. He can be vicious 
and underhanded in the ring, yet he is a great 
scientific wrestler. Understandably, Rowdy Roddy 
Piper is known as the “Man you love to hate.” 

Be that as it may. When Piper strides toward the 
ring, often to the skirl of bagpipes, a jolt of excite- 
ment zaps through wrestling crowds. Piper is one 
of the most dynamic wrestlers in the ring today. 

This 235-pound native of Glasgow, Scotland, 
has battled them all, from Hulk Hogan and Paul 
“Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff to the Iron Sheik and 
the Magnificent Muraco. He has taken his licks, 
and given them back. Love him or hate him, Piper 
deserves respect for what probably is his greatest 
asset—true grit and guts. 


Rowdy Roddy Piper had done it all. He learned 
to box under coach Lou Duva (below) for his 
match against Mr. T in WrestleMania 2. He 
showed up cocky as could be (below, right) for 
his King of the Ring tourney match against 
the Magnificent Muraco. When the going got 
rough, Roddy took off Muraco’s shoe (above, 
right) and bit his toe. 
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Above all, Piper is a man of mystery. No one 
knows for sure what is behind his smile— 
or is it a sneer (right)? 


Piper sometimes stoops to humiliating 
opponents (opposite page), but he also 
demonstrates great courage. His bout against 
Muraco (below) was the most brutal in the King 
of the Ring tournament for 1986.. 
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Mike Rotundo 


Mike Rotundo is a 242-pounder from Syracuse, 
New York, who has been a co-holder of the World 
Wrestling Federation Tag Team Championship. A 
former wrestler and gridder at Syracuse Univer- 
sity, Rotundo is known for his airplane spin, which 
he uses to set opponents up for the pin. Rotundo 
wrestles both alone and as a member of the USA 
Express tag team with Danny Spivey. 


Mike Rotundo demonstrates his vast knowledge 
of scientific wrestling on a grimacing Brutus 
Beefcake (below), his power on the Iron Sheik 
(right, above), and his ability to take on big men 
on Nikolai Volkoff (right, below). 
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Golden Boy 
Danny Spivey 


Golden Boy Danny Spivey is a rugged wrestler 
whose size—6 feet 8 inches and 270 pounds— 
makes him a top contender in the WWF. Hailing 
from Tampa, Florida, Spivey teams up with Mike 
Rotundo as the USA Express tag team. Spivey’s 
favorite maneuver is the bulldog, with which he 
stuns opponents before the pin. 


Especially for a big man, Golden Boy Danny 
Spivey is clever on the mat (below) and has 
surprising aerial abilities, such as the flying 

dropkick (right). He has come a long way in the 
World Wrestling Federation. 
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Andre the Giant 


Andre the Giant is a ring legend. This huge 
wrestler from Grenoble, France, is one of the 
world’s largest men. He stands 7 feet 5 inches tall 
and weighs more than 500 pounds. A gentle per- 
son, Andre can also be ferocious when aroused. He 
is one of the few men who has soundly beaten the 
awesome Big John Studd. 

Much respected by fellow grapplers and loved 
by fans, Andre was suspended from the WWF in 
1986 for failing to show up for a tag team match 
against Studd and his mammoth partner, King 
Kong Bundy. Most observers believe, however, 
that the circumstances behind the suspension 
were engineered by Bobby Heenan, manager of 
Studd and Bundy. 


Andre the Giant has never been beaten in a 
Battle Royal. Here he cleans house during the 
WrestleMania 2 Battle Royal. Fans who witnessed 
it live in Chicago and on the screen at arenas 
and theaters across the country saw Andre toss 
big men around like dolls. Even the likes of Jim 
“The Anvil” Neidhart (above, right) were no 
match for the immense Frenchman as he rolled 
over his opponents toward another victory. 
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In the end, Andre’s fans know there is only one 
true giant in professional wrestling. 
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King Kong Bundy 


Bald skull glistening, eyes glaring and lips twisted 
into a vicious snarl, King Kong Bundy is one of the 
ring’s most terrifying wrestlers. Since he entered 
the WWE, he has left a trail of bruised and beaten 
foes in the path of his 458-pound body. 

Standing 6 feet 5 inches tall, Bundy rampages 
around the ring like a rogue elephant. He pulver- 
izes opponents with thunderous forearm smashes 
and destroys them with two moves that take 
advantage of his great weight, the avalanche and 
the big splash. In both of these, the opponent is hit 
with the full force of Bundy’s massive body. Few 
men have withstood the blow. 


The sight of King Kong Bundy glaring across 
the ring (left) is like a vision from a nightmare. 
Bundy’s savage look psychs out many opponents 
even before the bell. 


Once Bundy gets an opponent on the mat 
(below), it is usually just a matter of time before 
the match is over. During a match, Bundy 
typically throws his opponents about viciously 
(right) until he knocks the fight out of them. He 
often toys with them before putting them out. 
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Even truly big men like Hillbilly Jim (left) are 
in deep trouble when Bundy gets them down. 
He is so huge it is almost impossible to get out 
from under him. Many of the men who have 
wrestled Bundy say the only way to beat him is 
to keep on your feet and move around the ring 
until he lets down his guard, then try a quick 
assault. If it doesn’t work, get out—fast. 
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“Gimme five.” Bundy disdains the traditional 
three-count that signals a pin. Instead, he 
demands the referee count to five (above). This 
immense man towers over the WWF like a 
frightful colossus. It is safe to say that the only 
| wrestler who has ever held him in check 
is WWF Champion Hulk Hogan. 
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Randy “Macho Man” 


Savage 


Randy “Macho Man” Savage took the WWF Inter- 
continental Title from Tito Santana after a bruis- 
ing bout in Boston, Massachusetts, February 8, 
1986. Some ringsiders said they thought Savage 
had used a foreign object that had been hidden in 
his trunks to subdue Santana, but WWE officials 
awarded the title to Randy. 

Although Savage sometimes does resort to 
dirty tricks, he is a highly proficient wrestler. This 
rugged athlete from Sarasota, Florida, often tosses 
his opponent from the ring, climbs to the top rope, 
then descends on his foe like a divebomber, strik- 
ing with an elbow that has the force of Savage’s 
239-pound body behind it. Savage’s manager is the 
beautiful Elizabeth. 


Randy “Macho Man’ Savage poses during a 
beach outing (page opposite) while manager 
Elizabeth looks on adoringly. Whether Savage is 
whaling on someone in the ring (below) or 
gathering his wits after taking some punish- 
ment (above), Elizabeth is always there. 
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Savage always makes a grand entrance into the 
ring, posturing and strutting; one of his favorite 
ploys is to strike a grandiose pose on the ropes. 


Savage grimaces in pain while caught in the 
vice-like bear hug of George “The Animal” 
Steele (left). Steele’s liking for Elizabeth ignited 
a feud between the two men. 
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Paul “Mr. Wonderful” 
Orndorff 


Paul “Mr. Wonderful” Orndorff always goes all 
out to win. Losing is the most terrible thing that 
can happen to this arrogant, proud man. Fortu- 
nately for him, Orndorff seldom loses. When it 
comes to the ring, this 252-pounder from Tampa, 
Florida, has it all: a great body, tremendous skills 
and plenty of guts. 


Orndorff’s pride, howe 
has caused him to ma 
which have cost him dea 


ver, is his Achilles’ heel. It 
e occasional mistakes, 
rly. Because of pride, he 


cast aside his friendship with WWF Champion 
ome observers predict, 
haunt him. 


Hulk Hogan, an act, s 
which will come back to 


Paul Orndorff uses the piledriver (left) as one of 
his most pulverizing finishing holds. Orndorff 
is as vain as he is vicious. He thrives on 
applause but, listen though he may (above, 
right), he seldom hears anything but boos. Even 
so, when he enters the ring, fans know they 
will witness plenty of action. 
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Orndorff screams in rage after losing a bout to 
Andre the Giant (left). “Mr. Wonderful” is not 


used to leaving the ring as a loser. When that 
occasionally happens, he cannot accept it. 
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Adorable 
Adrian Adonis 


Je wears heavy make-up anda dress. He flounces. 
He lisps. He likes pink leg-warmers. And he is a 
ruly superb wrestler who knows every move as 
wellas every dirty trick in the book. On any given 
night, Adonis can polish off anyone in the WWF. 
Possibly the most deceiving quality about Ado- 
nis is his speed. He gives his weight as 258 pounds, 
but even a glance shows that his bulbous body 
carries much more than that. But the guy moves 
ike a lightweight. 

Adorable? That’s something else again. He 
claims to be. Is he? Make up your own mind. 


Crybaby. Adrian Adonis shrieks with 
frustration after being battered about during a 
match (below). Manager Jimmy “Mouth of the 

South” Hart (seen with Adonis in the inset, 
below) may think Adrian is Adorable, but few 
other people do. All gussied up, Adonis looks 
like a pushover. But he is really one of the 
roughest wrestlers in the WWF. 
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The Magnificent 


Muraco 


“Mean as they come.” That's the way to describe 
the Magnificent Muraco, a 280-pound Hawaiian 
who has held the WWE Intercontinental Title. 
Managed by the notorious Mr. Fuji, Muraco is a 
vicious, ruthless brawler, who uses both his great 
strength and wrestling skills to win. 

Muraco is not a likable man. But even his detrac- 
tors admit he isa great athlete. Few men of his size 
are so agile and can use the ropes as adeptly. 


As mean as they come. That’s the Magnificent 
Muraco. He literally reeks nastiness. As he 
stalks the ring, he sneers, scowls and snorts. 
The only time a smile crosses his face is when 
he is beating the tar out of an opponent. 
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Jake “The Snake” 


Roberts 


Jake is a strange man. He carries a huge python 
with him into the ring and allows the serpent to 
crawl over fallen opponents. And he models his 
ring tactics on the behavior of the snakes he says 
he grew up with around his native Stone Moun- 
tain, Georgia. 

Watching the 252-pound Roberts in the ring, 
you can tell he is truthful. He slides around like a 
cobra, slithers like a mamba and strikes like a 
rattler. And when he envelops a foe and smashes 
him down witha patented DDT, Roberts emulates 
his python. Snakes have a bad reputation, but the 
way Roberts acts, he could make it worse. 


Jake “The Snake” Roberts and his python 
(opposite page). After Roberts beats his man 
(below, right), it’s time to bring out the serpent. 
The foe is treated to a chilling experience, close 
contact with Jake's scaly friend (below, right). 
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Handsome 
Harley Race 


Handsome Harley Race, a 253-pound veteran 
from Kansas City, Kansas, is one of the most 
skilled wrestlers in the WWF. He is known as a 


man who perfected many of the holds used in Harley Race in his full regalia (right). Though 
wrestling today. Surprisingly, Race still stoops to many may dispute his right to the throne, 
illegal tactics. Illegal or not, Race won the 1986 Race’s astonishing array of wrestling maneuvers 
WWF king of the ring Title. ensures an enduring reign. 
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Big John Studd 


Big John Studd is one of the giants of wrestling. He 
stands more than 6 feet 10 inches and weighs 375 
pounds, all muscle.He is as tough and meanas he is 
big. Few opponents can stand toe-to-toe with him. 
Among those who have, however, are Andre 
the Giant and WWF Champion Hulk Hogan. Both 
of these men, who also have huge bulk and 
strength, have waged epic battles against Studd. 
Although Studd claims he never has been body- 
slammed, both Hogan and Andre have done it. 
Even so, seldom does Studd lose a match. Because 
his presence is so overwhelming, he often over- 
awes opponents, even before the bell. Studd will 
go down in WWF history as one of the most 
fearsome wrestlers ever to step into the ring. 


Pointing a finger may not be polite (left), but 
then nobody ever said that Big John Studd had 
manners. Studd is as vicious as they come. He 
demonstrated that in the WrestleMania 2 Battle 
Royal as he waged a vendetta against William 
“The Refrigerator” Perry. Studd and Perry 
tangled repeatedly (below and right). Studd 
succeeded in putting Perry out of the ring first, 
but then the gridiron star yanked Big John over 
the ropes, too. 
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Studd (above, left) prepares to enter the ring— 
not through the ropes but by stepping over 
them. It is John’s way of showing everyone that 
he is The Big Man. Once the bell sounds, Studd 
enjoys demonstrating his superior muscle by 
humbling opponents with the “test of strength” 
(right, above). Like him or hate him, Big John 
Studd is admittedly awesome. 
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Valentine and 
Beefcake 


Greg “The Hammer” Valentine and Brutus Beef- 
cake are one of the most successful tag teams in 
the World Wrestling Federation. Managed by 
Johnny V., they have held the WWF Tag Team 
Title. Valentine, 248 pounds, also has been WWE 
Intercontinental Champion. 

Beefcake, a 273-pounder from San Francisco, is 
a cocky strutter, who prances around the ring 
before the bell like a peacock. Once the bell rings, 
however, he is all business—mostly bad business. 
He and Valentine are skillful, powerful wrestlers, 
and neither cares much about the rules. Valentine 
and Beefcake, in fact, are known as one of the most 
brutal tag teams in wrestling. 


Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, left, and Brutus 
Beefcake—the Dream Team. Valentine and 
Beefcake lost the WWF Tag Team Title to the 
British Bulldogs in WrestleMania 2. The bout was 
bruising. Valentine struck repeatedly with 
elbows, off the ropes (below, left) and while his 
opponent was on the mat (above, right). No 
longer champions, they remain formidable. 
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The British Bulldogs 


The Dynamite Kid and Davey Boy Smith, with a 
combined weight of 465 pounds, have thrilled fans 
around the world by combining astonishing aerial 
maneuvers with strength that seems impossible 
for men of their size. Their combination of speed, 
power and agility enabled them to take the World 
Wrestling Federation Tag Team Championship 
from Greg “The Hammer” Valentine and Brutus 
Beefcake in April 1986. 

From Wiggin, England, the Bulldogs are man- 
aged by Captain Lou Albano. Many of the aerial 
moves carried out by the Bulldogs are unique to 
them. Thus, their opponents often have little 
experience against the tactics the Bulldogs employ. 


y bres Na | ee 
Bye-Bye Beefcake. Davey Boy Smith hoists 
Brutus Beefcake skyward (left) during a tag 
team match between the Bulldogs and the 
Beefcake-Greg Valentine “Dream Team.” The 
Dream Team suffers another blow as Valentine 
is smashed by a Bulldog powerslam (above, top). 
Valentine is about to take more punishment 
(above, bottom) as he is set up for a sunset flip. 
Always a devastating team, the Bulldogs’ talents 
were polished by manager Captain Lou Albano, 
seen at the right with the Dynamite Kid, 

left, and Davey Boy. 
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The Iron Sheik and 
Nikolai Volkoff 


The Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff, as individuals 
ora tag team, readily admit that they represent the 
powers of tyranny and dictatorship. The 252- 
pound Sheik, a former Olympic medalist from 
Iran, and Volkoff, a 313-pound Russian, sneer at 
American values. Americans are weak, they say, 
and they vow to prove it in the ring. 

Like them or not, they are great wrestlers. The 
Sheik is a former WWF champion (he was beaten 
by Hulk Hogan). And together, Volkoff and the 
Sheik held the WWF Tag Team Title. No opponent 
can take them lightly. 


“Iran No. 1. Russia No. 1.” The Iron Sheik and 
Nikolai Volkoff (left) shout their defiance of 
America as they prepare for a match. 


Before a bout begins, Volkoff sings his country’s 
anthem (below). His performance is always 
greeted by jeers and catcalls. The noise obscures 
the fact that, in truth, Nikolai has a fine singing 
voice. With all their bluster, the Sheik and 
Volkoff are fearsome and rugged in the ring as 
the Sheik demonstrates (above) by flinging 
Corporal Kirchner high into the air. 
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The Killer Bees 


The combined weight of the Killer Bees is 465 
pounds, about equal to that of World Wrestling 
Federation leviathan King Kong Bundy, They are 
perhaps one of the quickest tag teams in between 
the ropes today, using a blinding combination of 
speed and aerial acrobatics to overcome their most 
daunting opponents. 
Blair, from Tampa, Florida, is a superb worker 
on the mat. Brunzell, of White Bear Lake, Minne- 
: sota, is the more aerial of the two. Using quick 
tags, they work together almost as one. Their 
smooth ring tactics have kept them at the top of 


WWF rankings. 


(Page opposite) Jumping Jim Brunzell, left, and 
B. Brian Blair. “Buzz off,’ Brunzell seems to be 
saying to a Moondog as the Bee administers a 
flying dropkick. Teammate Blair shows his sting 
(bottom, right) as the Bees finish off the 
Moondogs, then celebrate (above, right) with a 
“high five” that made them famous. 


WWF Superstars 75 


a 


— 


The burly Moondogs enter the ring gnawing 
bones, which also serve them as weapons when 
the need arises. They are brutish, vicious men, 
among the most dangerous opponents in the 
World Wrestling Federation. 

No one knows where the Moondogs came from 
or why they have such an attraction for bones. In 
fact, no one knows much of anything about them 
except that they are big (Rex: 265 pounds; Spot: 
302 pounds) and enjoy beating up people. 


The Moondogs 


Moondog Spot gives a demonstration of his 
power on King Tonga (below). Moondogs Spot 
and Rex are an extremely brutal tag team. They 
rely mostly on roughing up opponents, no holds 
barred, until the foe is weak enough to 

be an easy target for a pin. 
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| Jim Neidhart and 
Brett Hart 
| 
| 


im “The Anvil” Neidhart and Brett “Hit Man” 
Hart are members of the “Hart Foundation,” 
which is what their manager, Jimmy “Mouth of The Hit Man is the better scientific wrestler of 
he South” Hart, calls his stable of wrestlers. the two. He is crafty and shows lots of move- 
Neidhart and Hart may just be the most brutal tag ment, as demonstrated in the photo below. 
team in the WWE. Their tactics are always rough 
and dirty, and opponents more often than not are 
eft flat on the mat 

Neidhart and Hart complement one another 
very well. Neidhart, a 280-pounder from Reno, 
Nevada, is immensely strong. His nickname comes 
rom the fact that he once tossed a 100-pound 
anvil more than 23 feet. A 239-pounder from 
Calgary, Alberta, Hart—his nickname testifies to 
his vicious ring disposition—is not as strong as his 
partner but has better technical wrestling skills. 
Together, they are awesome. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Jim “The Anvil’ Neidhart and Brett 
“Hit Man” Hart go all out at the 
opening bell. They are managed by ™ 
Jimmy “Mouth of the South” Hart, 
shown (opposite page) between Brett 
Hart (left) and Neidhart. 


78 WWE Superstars 


Neidhart, strongest of the duo, gets his biggest 
jollies when he is tormenting a beaten adversary. 
Often, he will forgo a pin to deliver additional 
punishment before ending the match. 
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Mr. Fuji 


Mr. Fuji seems very polite. He smiles and bows. It 
is all a sham. Underneath, this wrestler-turned- 
manager is exceedingly tricky and vicious, always 
ready to stab people in the back. Yet, at the same 
time, Fuji is a great teacher, although of the dirtiest 
tactics imaginable. He has led the Magnificent 
Muraco to the top of the WWF, although a title 
eludes him. 


Mr. Fuji, who as a wrestler (right) was known 
for sneaky tactics, has not changed since he took 
up managing. He is notorious for interfering in 
matches to give his wrestler, the Magnificent 
Muraco, the upper hand. 
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Elizabeth 


Elizabeth is the beautiful manager of Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage. She is a sweet and lovely 
woman, who seems to put Savage on a pedestal 
and takes his rantings and ravings with a smile. 
Does she do it because she is smitten with Savage? 
Or is part of her managerial strategy keeping Sav- 
age’s ego soothed so he can concentrate on the 
ring. Nobody knows—except Elizabeth. 


Throughout every one of Randy Savage's 
matches, Elizabeth is there at ringside (right), 
watching with concern. If Savage is hurt, she is 
in the ring immediately to comfort him. 
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Captain 
Lou Albano 


| Fat, loud-mouthed and irrepressible, Captain Lou 
| Albano is the most successful manager of tag 
| teams in WWF history. Guiding 16 teams to the 
| WWF title. Albano, from Westchester County, 
| New York, is fond of wearing garish clothing on 
i his 303-pound body. He also has a penchant for 
| 
| 
| 


rubber bands, which he wears stuck in his un- 
lovely face. 

As wild as he seems, Albano has talents that he 
shows out of the ring. He co-starred in the Brian 
DePalma movie, Wise Guys, and is Fund-Raising 
| Chairman for the National Multiple Sclerosis 
Society. And he has written a book, The Wit and 
| Wisdom of Lou Albano. 


Manager of Champions, Captain Lou Albano 
(page opposite) strikes a favorite pose. Albano’s 
most recent tag team titlists are the British 
Bulldogs, who took their belts from Brutus 

| Beefcake and Greg “The Hammer” Valentine at 
| WrestleMania 2. (Below and right) Albano and 
singer Ozzy Osborne accompany the Bulldogs 
into the ring prior to the championship bout. 
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Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan 


He likes to call himself “The Brain” because he 
fancies himself super-intelligent. Most fans, how- 
ever, call him “The Weasel” because of his sneaky 
tricks. The truth is, Bobby Heenan is a little of 
both. And when you get down to it, he is undoubt- 
edly one of the most successful managers in the 
World Wrestling Federation 

Among the wrestlers Heenan has managed are 
Big John Studd, King Kong Bundy and Paul “Mr. 
Wonderful” Orndorff. All have been immensely 
successful, which has made Heenan a rich man, 
able to live in a Beverly Hills, California, mansion 
and dress expensively. Heenan makes no bones 
about it. He is in wrestling so he can live like a king. 
And if it takes weaselly tactics as well as brain- 
storming to do it, that’s fine for Heenan. 


i? a 
Man of many talents. Bobby “The Brain” 
Heenan, who sometimes serves as a WWE 
television color commentator (above), may not 
be as smart as he claims, but he has plenty of 
ability. At ringside he demonstrates the myriad 
facets of his character. One moment he may be 
screeching and screaming (above, right), another 
he may be studying the action intently, 
searching for an opening. 


Classy 
Freddie Blassie 


Los Angeles Zave rise to Classy Freddie Blassie, 
who bills himself as the Hollywood Fashion Plate, 
Fashion? Blassie does spend fortunes on clothing, 
but on the kind that makes him look 
always going toa Halloween party. 
Underneath the weird get-ups, however, is one 
very savvy manager. When it comes to getting 
wrestlers to the top of the WWE Blassie knows it 
all. It was he, for example, who brought the Iron 
Sheik to the WWE title and the Sheik and Nikolai 
Volkoff to the WWE Tag Team Championship. 
hen a wrestler gets BI. 
is sure to follow. 


as if he is 


lassie as a Manager, success 


Volkoff seems 
to be saying to Classy Freddie Blassie (below). 
Tt, is probably telling the 
nd get back into the ring 
u take care of things on 
the outside,’ would be a 

typical Blassie directive, The way Blassie often 
“takes care of things” is by whacking someone 
with his cane from the arena floor, 


a 
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| Jimmy “Mouth of the 
South” Hart 


From stardom in the rock world, this former sin- 
ger has gone to the managerial heights in the 
WWE. Hart, a skinny, long-haired blabbermouth 
from Memphis, Tennessee, has amassed the larg- 
est stable of successful wrestlers in the WWF. 

Hart’s men include the Adorable Adrian Adonis, 
the Funk Brothers, Jim “The Anvil” Neidhart and 
Brett “Hit Man” Hart. All of them are known for 
regularly tossing out the rulebook, reflecting 
Hart's philosophy of win at any cost. 


Sometimes he looks like a court jester (above, 
left), but Jimmy “Mouth of the South” Hart is a 
smart manager. He never stops moving or 
talking through his megaphone. Hart has one of 
the biggest and toughest stables in the WWE, 
including men such as Hoss Funk (above, top) 
and Adorable Adrian Adonis (above, bottom). 
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Johnny V. 


The man from the Big Apple, Johnny V. is a cigar 
chewing, big-spending braggart. But he also is a 
great wrestling manager who has guided Brutus 
Beefcake and Greg “The Hammer” Valentine, 
former WWF Tag Team Champs, to fame. Ruth- 
less and scheming, Johnny V. is a force to reckon 
with. Behind his big talk is a sharp mind, always 
ready to take advantage of an opening 


While Greg Valentine looks on from the corner, 
Johnny V. tells Brutus Beefcake (not visible) to 
go for the jugular during a tag team match. 

He is a surly customer but very supportive of 
his wrestlers, sharing their frustrations when 
they lose or their joy (right) at victory. 


WWE Superstars 95 


Slick 


They call him “The Slickster,’ this jive-talking 
smoothie who came out of nowhere to buy into 
one of the biggest wrestling stables in the WWF. 
Slick stunned the wrestling world by grabbing a 
half interest in the Classy Freddie Blassie stable, 
which includes the Iron Sheik and Nikolai Volkoff 
as well as Hercules Hernandez. At ringside, Slick is 
a hard worker, pouring out encouragement and 
advice for his men. 
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“Ym cool, bro.” That’s the impression that Slick 
—or, as he puts it, “the Slickster’—tries to 
create. Let his man get beaten in the ring, 
however, and Slick loses his cool and gets hot— 
at the opponent, the referee and anybody 
within shouting distance. 
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The Pinnacle of 
Professional Wrestling 


